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MASON RESIDENTIAL SOLAR ARRAY
ONE OF FIRST IN AREA
MASON, Mich: Aurelius Township residents Drs. Chris Howe and Mary Ording designed and built their home in 2003 to be very energy efficient. As of October 2, it is not only energy efficient, it is energy productive, thanks to the recent installation of a solar array.

The three-panel, 840-watt solar array system will supply about 20 percent of the couples’ current electricity needs and will be tied to the electricity grid via Consumers Energy. Howe says the solar installation is just one more way to make their home energy efficient for the long haul. “We designed the house with passive solar and heavy insulation to achieve an Energy 5-Star rating. We plan to live here forever so the solar array will generate energy well into the future.”
At present, the new Solar energy supply is available everywhere on the property that is wired for electricity. Each panel also has its own micro inverter to minimize loss of current as it travels from the solar panels to the house. In addition, the array uses a WiFi-based, en-phase monitoring system that provides real-time energy output data in the comfort of the house. The new solar array is also expandable for future power needs.
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Howe said they also looked at wind power before deciding on solar, but their research showed wind was not a viable option on their property. The ground-mounted array was sited near the couples’ pond so that it would be clear of the many large shade trees on the property, which Howe maintains keep the house cool during the summer. “The pond isn’t changing so we placed the array near it,” he said, adding, “We need the shade trees for passive cooling, which also saves energy during the hot months.” In addition to creating electricity, the solar array meets requirements for a 30-percent federal tax credit. 
Because it is perhaps the first of its kind in the Township, Howe hopes others in the community will be able to learn how they too might embrace renewable energy for their own homes. He also expressed the desire to use the new system as a teaching tool for interested teachers and students in the area.

The entire solar array system was designed and installed by New Energy Solutions LLC of Milford, M. For information about a full range of renewable energy options for residential and commercial use, please contact Dave Hollens at 517.937.3960 or dhollens@comcast.net  the companies web-site is renewableNRGsolutions.com. 
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